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The War of the Truce in Saigon 


1 illg .to ^caffi ka peg ce 


palace ever 
■-Singer- visits 


By FOX BUTTERFIELD TbiM Rz+iliruy 1 

. 4^11 ton* Hew VtekTlmM 1 nWU * een Battling , 

SAIGON, South Vietnam, i 0 r All He Can Get ‘ 
N6V. 15 — South Vietnam^whil e \ l 

Before Yielding ] 

Wa shingt on for more favorable . ; 

, E^W^jg ^jSouth Vietnam will agree- to, the J 
menf ^^en^t accord and has . persisted in J 

offering new proposals of its f 

: / J C hteis own - , * 

formed Viet namesO-iUici .Amor.i- Today, for example, the s 
,v,i ' ‘4 ■ • mcialshere quasiofficial newspaper Tin 
• Song reported that Mr.' Thieu’s \ 

' Analysis ' ™ chief aide, Hoang Due Nha, had \ 
' onntirniiniT cpaf-A proposed that instead of the t 
■■. ■ con tradictory present nine-point draft accord f 
s pfiSCheS ., State i a & n t ^ SL^ftdJ^afe there be three brand new sets ^ 
j g i M , cr Of negotiations to work out a 
Saggl different settlement " * 

s p^ervisf fed Saiggn ov^rTffee This proposal, which was < 
: .^rv^ ■ originally offered and’ rejected I 

; Jfaft . st . rongostrm dicatiQnvtlaat in 1969, would involve separate * 
gaie cn, wou l d , .m f afiiUafflept negotiations, first between 

^ came ’yesterday j£lifs5L§£t l. ® out h ' Vietnai m, the United { 
^mony-bv foreign Minister Tra n States, North Vietnam and the ( 
va n j .p I nto - the S^n ate ^ For- VietCong; second between North s 
Vietnam and South Vietnam, e 

and .'third- South, Vietnam and'' 
the clear impressionlh arSouIli „ . • ‘ 7 • , 

Vietnam will Have ToaccepFtae t ! le Viet cong. Each set of nego- 
j gSgmB f tiations would have a different 
said one' Sena tor. who. -attended agenda. . . 

.,rhe nlosefiUdooj^sassioru In addition, Tin Song,! whfeb 

w^rnm wha LJie,: s^id.” v- the is often used to voice tne : views 
ynatft r , continued ■ , “it \ , nf Mr N iha and Mr. Thieu, .said 
Qf- MfiiThWM’ sohj ec- that it had been reliably’ Stated 
•to&SJtCLX^ that South Vietnam would 

Jmye qlreadv beep, pfegyegjip.” never accept the draft , accord, 
The key remaining issue, the unless it provided for. the total 
Senator reported Mr. Lam as withdrawal of all North Viet-' 
having said, was the need to namese troops from South Viet- 
get some firm understanding nam. Tin Song estimated, as 
on the withdrawal, of North President Thieu also has, that 
Vietnamese troops from South there, are 300,000 North. Vietr 
.Vietnam. namese troops in the. Souths 

: Most American officials ap- That would be at least 100,000 
^ear to share this view. “It's more troops than American ir\K 
pfetty, well nailed down now,” telligence officers believe North' , 
said one usually reliable source, Vietnam has in. the South, 

^^ may take a little Series of Counterproposals 
more negotiating to get every- ,, w , , / J( 

one to sign.” • Mr. Nha’s proposal for. three : 

‘ Tioirt separate sets of negotiations is ; : 

^ ; Haig Expected Back just the latest in a series of 
f jt is; widely expected in Sal- Saigon counterproposals, - each 
gon that Gen. Alexander M. seemingly! contradicting the 
Haig, Jr,, ' . President Nixon’s previous one. On Oct. 27, fee 

® adviser on national sd- example, Mr. , Thieu hip^elf out; 

Will make at least one lined an offer that called for ; a 
fibre visit to Saigon, probably referendum, supervised by' the 
pext week, to. inform Mr - Thieu United Nations to 1 carry out • 
dbout the outcome of the latest elections in the South instead 
■ round bfrsecret^talks in Paris, of the proposed National Coun- 
! f As part of th§ ^.continuing cil of Rccgnciliation- and Con- 
negotiations, Ambassador BUs- corc ** *. v 
worth Bunker talked with Presl- '■ Yesterday, ^Foreign Minister 
dent Thieu in tfe palace today Lajn told newsmen that he 

for 17 minutes,;, .unusually — 

short time for ip., 'such. a], meet- 
mg. It ' suggested. '!that 1 Mr. 

Bunker had merely^ delivered a 
note from Washington and had 

hot discussed • the 1 ' ' disputed 
terms of the accord.. | 

■ Separate Talks Suggested 
.In contrast with these re- ! 

toward get- ; 


hoped South Vietnam could 
have a representative sit' in on 
the secret negotiations in Paris 
between Mr. Kissinger and Le 
Due Tho, the North Vietnamese 
delegate. Mr. Lam said he 
thought it should be South 
Vietnam’s delegate to the regu- 
lar Parts peace talks, Pham 
Dang Lam, but sources in the 
presidential palace said that 
Mr. Nha himself wanted to 
attend. 

This variety of proposals 
and positions has led many 
diplomats here to conclude that 
the Thieu Government is simply 
trying- to stall and to wrest a 
few extra concessions out of 
Washington. ( 

More cynical South Vietna- 
mese believe that the plethora 
of statements only reflects the 
Government’s lack of a real 
policy. “Thieu just doesn’t have 
a fixed position on peace, what 
he . wants and what he thinks 
he can get,” said one opposi- 
tion politician today. “So the 
Government flounders around 
and '.announces something new 
every day.” 
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